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To: Coalition MPs in England
2 March 2012
Dear Colleague,
Neighbourhood planning
Neighbourhood planning is one of the most exciting innovations introduced as part of the Coalition Government’s localism agenda. 
For the first time, local people will have a major statutory say in helping to shape development in the areas in which they live. They will for example be able to help determine where development should occur and what it should look like. Unlike parish and town plans of the past, Neighbourhood Plans, approved in a local referendum, will become a formal part of the planning system. Applications for development will need to be judged both against the (District or Borough) Council’s Local Plan and against any Neighbourhood Plan. That is an important new right which our reforms have provided. Our reforms are in strong contrast to Labour’s top-down approach and their imposition of unpopular and counter-productive Regional Spatial Strategies.
There is huge interest in neighbourhood planning. The new neighbourhood planning system will formally commence later this year, following the passage of the necessary secondary legislation. Almost 250 communities are either already putting Neighbourhood Plans together as part of our ‘frontrunners’ programme or have applied to join the programme to produce such a plan ahead of the legislation coming in to force. The level of interest from communities wishing to be amongst the first to produce one of these plans clearly demonstrates the local momentum and enthusiasm.
It is important that neighbourhood planning should be available to all communities which wish to take up this opportunity. It is equally important that communities of whatever size should feel confident that neighbourhood planning is a practical and affordable exercise for them to undertake. Accordingly, I attach a set of answers to a number of frequently asked questions on neighbourhood planning which addresses some of the issues which communities and their councils may have raised about how a Neighbourhood Plan can be put together. 
I am happy to answer any questions on this. In addition, Stephen Hammond and John Howell are organising a drop-in session on neighbourhood planning for colleagues (13th March, Committee Room 13, 5-6pm) to help clarify any points and to give you the confidence of becoming real advocates in your own constituencies. This is an exciting opportunity for communities to play a real role in the development of the places in which they live.
Yours truly,
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Rt Hon Greg Clark MP 

Minister for Decentralisation and Cities
